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1  INTRODUCTION  

Background  

1.1 This is the Neighbourhood Plan for Houghton and Wyton Parish (hereafter known as óHoughton 

and Wytonô). It is a new type of planning document produced in the Parish. It is part of the 

Governmentôs new approach to planning, which aims to give local people more say about what 

goes on in their area. This is set out in the Localism Act that came into force in 201 1.  

1.2 The Neighbourhood Plan seeks to represent one part of the development plan for the par ish over 

the period 2015 to 2036. For clarity, the development plan consists of any planning policies 

currently adopted by the local planning authority, Huntingdonshire District Council, 

Cambridgeshire County Council and this Neighbourhood Plan. 

1.3 The policies in this plan have been produced to be in general conformity with the 

Huntingdonshire Core Strategy 2009. In addition, the plan has given due regard to the emerging 

Huntingdonshire Local Plan which, when adopted, will cover the period to 2036.  

1.4 The Plan therefore provides the local community with a powerful tool to guide the long term 

future of Houghton and Wyton and its surrounding  countryside for the period 201 5 to 2036. The 

Plan gives all residents ownership of managing what happens in the community.  I t is not just 

for the Parish Council but for all.  The Plan contains a vision for the future of Houghton and 

Wyton Parish and sets out clear planning policies to realise this vision.  

1.5 Whilst the Neighbourhood Plan does not allocate specific sites for development the group asked 

for sites to come forward as part of the process and these sites were assessed against the 

objectives and are shown as supporting evidence.  

1.6 In order to develop the Neighbourhood Plan, Houghton and Wyton Parish Council set up a 

Neighbourhood Plan Working Group which comprised six Parish Councillors and a number of 

local volunteers. 

1.7 The Houghton & Wyton Neighbourhood Plan will cover all of Houghton and  Wyton Parish. In 

preparing the Plan, there has been dialogue with the adjoining parishes of Hemingford Abbots, 

Hemingford Grey, Godmanchester, Wyton on the Hill and St Ives Town Council as well as with 

Huntingdon District Council. An application for neighbourhood plan designation was approved by 

Huntingdon District Council on 19th December 2012. 

1.8 The map in Figure 1 below shows the boundary of the Neighbourhood Plan area, which is the 

same as the administrative boundary of Houghton and Wyton Parish.  
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Figure  1 Houghton and  Wyton  Neighbourhood Plan area   

 

1.9 The principal purpose of the Neighbourhood Plan is to guide development within the parish and 

provide guidance to anyone wishing to submit a planning application for development within the 

parish. The process of producing a plan has sought to involve the community as w idely as 

possible and the different topic areas are reflective of matters that are of considerable 

importance to Houghton and Wyton, its residents, businesses and community groups.  

1.10 Some of the Neighbourhood Plan policies are general and apply throughout the Plan area, whilst 

others are site or area-specific and apply only to the appropriate areas illustrated on the relevant 

map. Nevertheless, in considering proposals for development, the Parish and District Council will 

apply all relevant policies of the Plan. It is therefore assumed that the Plan will be read as a 

whole, although some cross-referencing between Plan policies has been provided. 

 

 

How to read this document 

Each section of the plan covers a different topic. Under each heading there is the just ification for 

the policies presented which provides the necessary understanding of the policy and what it is 

seeking to achieve. There is also a summary of how each policy contributes towards the 

objectives of the plan. The policies themselves are presented in the blue boxes. It is these 

policies against which planning applications will be assessed. It is advisable that, in order to 

understand the full context for any individual policy, it is read in conjunction with the supporting 

text.  
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How the Neighbourhood Plan is organised  

1.11 This Plan is divided into thirteen sections:  

¶ Section 1: Houghton and Wyton Today; a brief description of the Parish today and the key 

issues that have influenced the Plan  

¶ Section 2: The Vision for Houghton and Wyton over the plan period.    

¶ Section 3: Houghton and Wyton Neighbourhood Plan Objectives; this sets out what 

Houghton and Wyton wants to achieve over the plan period.  

¶ Sections 4-13: Neighbourhood Plan Policies; which set out policies to support the overall 

vision, and the way in which the objectives will be reached, Policies are arranged in the 

following themes:  

o Village limits/built -up area  

o Natural environment 

o Tourism 

o Community infrastructure  

o Traffic and transport  

o Flood risk and drainage 

o Business 

o Housing 

o Design of new development 

o Monitoring 

¶ There is also a glossary of relevant terms. 

¶ Part B - Community Aspirations. This part consists of non-planning issues that the 

community raised as being important. The Parish Council has not ignored these important 

issues, but as this is a statutory planning document it cannot include non -planning issues. 

This section is included in the Neighbourhood Plan to demonstrate to the community that all 

of their concerns have been taken into account and will be addressed by the Parish Council 

outside of the Neighbourhood Plan process. 
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2  LOCAL CONTEXT 

History of Houghton and  Wyton  

2.1 Houghton and Wyton lie side by side on the north bank of the River Great Ouse, some two miles 

west of St Ives in Cambridgeshire.  In 1934 the two villages were united to form the civil parish 

of Houghton and Wyton.  The distinctive features that make the v illage a popular visitor 

destination include Houghton Mill, Houghton Equestrian Centre, Huntingdon Wyevale Garden 

Centre, the river Great Ouse and its flood meadows, plus the range of historic houses and 

cottages.  In this Neighbourhood Plan Houghton and Wyton are referred to as one village.  

2.2 A significant number of prehistoric, Iron Age and Saxon finds have been discovered in the parish 

and there have been a scattering of archaeological finds along Houghton Hill in the east of the 

parish, indicating the presence of people here from very early times, including stone and flint 

tools, a Bronze Age óBeakerô burial and a Romano-British cemetery.  Thicket Lane, joining the 

settlement with St Ives, is recorded in the Historic Environment Record as a monument.  It 

appears that Houghton was founded during the 7th century. The name comes from ótunô 

meaning enclosure, farmstead, settlement, village; óhohô is also old English meaning a heel, or 

projection of land below the crest of a hill.  Together these two words as óHohtunô describe a 

settlement on a projecting hillside ï a description that fits the hillside rather than the riverside 

settlement seen today.  The village is sited around a green, (which is now a tarmac area where 5 

roads converge) which was once larger than it is now.  Wyton, perhaps a century or so later in 

date, grew up west of Houghton along the same road and originally may have been a hamlet, 

which developed into a fully-fledged village later.  The curious network of tracks known as The 

Lanes in Houghton is part of the old network of paths originally leading to open fields and 

meadows. 

2.3 Houghton Mill is one of the last and most complete water mills to survive on the river Great 

Ouse.  There has been a mill on the site since 974, originally belonging to Ramsey Abbey. The 

current mill dates from the 17 th century and was extended in the 18 th and 19th centuries.  It is 

listed Grade II* . The mill ceased working in 1930 at which stage local people helped to buy it  

and donated it  to the National Trust.  It was used by the Youth Hostel Association from 1934 

until 1983. Thereafter it fell into relative disrepair before  work commenced in 1998 on a 

complete restoration project to restore the waterwheels and  install a turbine. In 2012, a recycled 

pair of millstones was installed, driven by electricity to enable the Mill to operate all year round.  

The National Trust acquired the 19th century mill house in 1983 and developed a tearoom and 

toilets. 

2.4 The Parish Church of St Mary (Listed Grade II) in Houghton, mentioned in the Domesday Book 

(1086), is built in the Perpendicular style, mainly 14th century but with a 13th century chancel 

rebuilt in 1851 and an embattled west tower with a spire containing five bells. The chancel has 

an elegant piscina (double stone basin) and a stone seat in early English style. The pulpit was 

made in 1893 from the wood of a tre e from Houghton Hill House. A new stained glass window 

was installed to commemorate the Millennium.  

2.5 The former Parish Church in Wyton, listed Grade I, dates from the early 13 th century with a 14 th 

century chancel and a 19th century north aisle.  

2.6 The many attractive houses and cottages which border the streets and lanes of Houghton and 

Wyton form one of the disti nctive features of the parish. The oldest surviving houses were 

originally yeoman-farmersô homes and of timber construction. These tend to be situated on the 
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principal streets and basically consist of three rooms on the ground floor and three rooms above.  

Another style of housing to be found in the village is that of husbandmen or lesser farmers, 

usually found down back streets and lanes. The village also boasts some remaining examples of 

labourers' cottages. Within the parish there are 57 listed buildings ( of which three are Grade 

II *).  

2.7 With the coming of the Enclosures Act in 1773 and new farming techniques, the reliance on 

farming as the major source of employment began to decline and with this many of the older 

houses disappeared or fell into disrepair. 

2.8 However, from about 1840 onwards the villages became very popular, partly due to the river 

Great Ouse and the popularity of holidaying and spending leisure time on the river.  This 

attracted a new style of gentry to the village who built the grand houses o f the village, including 

Houghton Hill House, Houghton Grange, The Dingle, The Elms and Houghton Manor. During this 

period many earlier houses were modernized and extended, disguising their origins. 

2.9 Wyton experienced the first post -war expansion when a small group of council houses was built 

at Manor Close in the 1920s. This was followed by the construction in Houghton of Hill Estate 

(1952) and Brookside (1966).  A controversial estate of nearly 50 bungalows was later built at 

Victoria Crescent, gaining contemporary praise for their design.  Between 1975 and 1978 three 

new developments were constructed on the land of Manor Farm in Wyton, these being St 

Margaretôs Road, Loxley Green and Warren Close.    

2.10 The Ministry of Defence sold off housing adjacent to the  airfield in 2000, creating a new 

community.  This was followed by the development of Pine Hill Park, consisting of around 50 

park homes located along Sawtry Way.  The village of Houghton and Wyton has expanded 

significantly since the 1950s, but has managed to retain its village character.   

Houghton and Wyton today  

2.11 The Parish of Houghton and Wyton is in a particularly attractive area of the Great Ouse River 

valley with splendid riverside meadows and the rising landscape towards the North providing a 

backdrop to the river views.  

2.12 Located on the western side of East Anglia there is good road access North and South via the A1 

and East and West by the A14. Huntingdon is on the East Coast main railway line with fast 

services to London and the North. The new guided bus has proved successful allowing improved 

access for residents going to Cambridge and tourists from Cambridge visiting the Parish. 

2.13 Local services are provided by Huntingdon (with its local hospital) and St Ives, both within three 

miles. All major services are at Peterborough and Cambridge, twenty miles away, and include the 

University, Addenbrookes and Papworth Hospitals (all world class). 

2.14 On the south side of the A1123 are Daylock Marine Services and Hartford marina, together with 

its restaurant, flats  and floating lodges, providing leisure activities on the river , plus holiday and 

permanent accommodation. On the north side of that road is Huntingdon and Wyevale garden 

centre, a shopping destination attracting people from a wide area. Further towards Ha rtford is a 

commercial fishing lake. 

2.15 On the northern edge of the Parish, along the south side of Sawtry Way, is a commercial area , 

opposite RAF Wyton, providing local employment and opposite Wyton-on-the-Hill is Pine Hill Park 

mobile homes providing low-cost housing for the over 55s, in an attractive  hillside setting.  

Closer to St Ives is Houghton Equestrian Centre which is a high quality facility for horse owners 
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and visitors and provides local employment. Nearer the village on the eastern side of Mere Way 

is an alpaca farm which may develop as a visitorsô centre.  

2.16 Within the village there are two pubs, three  small shops, and a mini-supermarket which houses a 

post office. The village also boasts a successful primary school and St Mary's Church. The river 

provides the southern boundary and there are the navigation lock and the historic flour mill, 

caravan park, car park and tearooms managed by the National Trust which together form a 

major tourist attraction.  

2.17 The Conservation Area boundary was re-drawn in 2012 and covers an area of considerable 

historic, architectural and archaeological interest demonstrating more than a thousand years of 

continuous settlement. 

Figure  2 Houghton and Wyton Conservation Area  

 

 

2.18 The parish is thus an attractive place to live and to visit therefore the neighbourhood plan aims 

to maintain and enhance this situation. Therefore a wide range of topics have been considered in 

producing the Neighbourhood Plan. 
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Green spaces  

   

 

2.19 The built-up area of the village has very little land that is not developed . The existing green 

spaces provide recreation opportunities, open vistas and a refuge for wildlife. They form a key 

aspect in the character of the village.  

2.20 In the remainder of the Parish a large proportion of the land is agricultural which creates the 

rural environment in which the village sits.  

2.21 The land that form s the green gaps between the parish and its neighbours are of particular 

importance. 

Tourism  

    

   

2.22 Due to its location, history and character, the parish is a popular destination for quiet tourism 

with an estimated 100,000 visitors per year, many of whom stay in the National Trust caravan 

park or local B&Bs. Visitors can enjoy the River Great Ouse, its lock, meadows and see the flour 

grinding at the historic National Trust Mill. The village centre with its attractive clock tower 

provides shops and a public house for both visitors and residents. 

2.23 Walkers can ramble across the meadows, take the village trail to view a wide range of o lder 

buildings or walk one of the varied footpaths such as the one which gently climbs up to Wyton 

on the Hill for uninterrupted views across the Ouse Valley. Winding its way through the village, 

the Ouse Valley Way National Footpath provides easy walking access to St Ives, via the 

attractive Thicket Path, or to Godmanchester by the river through  fields and past fishing lakes of 

the nature r eserve. For those wishing to get on the water , the local boat hire and the marinas 

provide facilities for river craft and anglers, who also enjoy the local fishing lakes. 

2.24 Tourism is thus a major contributor to the local economy supporting employment and business. 

Developments that support tourism are therefore encouraged but only if they do not have a 

negative impact on residents or the character of the area.  
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Leisure, recreation and community  

2.25 The village is very active and the Parish magazine, delivered 

free to all households, is a great success in keeping everyone 

informed. There are good sports facilities for football, 

numerous cricket teams, tennis, keep fit  and bowls on the 

Playing Field plus two play areas for younger children. Also 

located on the playing field are the Pavilion, the Scout Hut and 

Tennis Club hut. The Pavilion and the Memorial Hall provide 

indoor venues for a wide variety of clubs and organisations 

from Pilates to the Gardening Club and cater for all ages from toddlers to the over -sixties. The 

School, St Maryôs Church and the St Maryôs Centre offer further indoor venues .  

2.26 In early December, the Clock Tower, shops and pub are festooned with twinkling lights and a 

large Christmas tree is erected ready for the great óswitch onô by Father Christmas.  

 

2.27 Feast Week takes place during the first week in July.  Activities through th e week have included 

a bowls match, an angling contest, a duck race, junior tennis , a Quiz night, and a car treasure 

hunt. Something for everyone!  

   

 

2.28 A new mini music festival started in 2013 and due to its success was repeated in 2014 and 

2015.  It is  hoped this will continue as a regular event in the future.  

Infrastructure  

2.29 The A1123 is one of the busiest non-arterial roads in Cambridgeshire and divides the village from 

the rest of the Parish to the North.  The community feels access to and from the village is 

arduous at busy times and could be considered dangerous at all times. The lack of pedestrian 

crossings reduces access to the village by other parishioners, limits the use of footpaths to the 

North and is one reason for the lack of stops for the guided bus. However the serious noise 

pollution from the road has recently been reduced by a new quiet er surface. 

2.30 Parking in the village is limited,  particularly at the beginning and end of the school day , resulting 

in congestion and frustration. The centre of the village is called the óGreenô which is the junction 

of five roads and is a through bus route .  It is the heart of the village and its character m ust be 

preserved according to the Neighbourhood Plan Survey 

2.31 There are no public toilets in the village despite the large number of visitors.  
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Business  

  

 

2.32 There are 894 economically active residents (16 to 74 years)  in the parish. Of these people, 50% 

are employed and 12% are self-employed. In total, 25% of the population is retired. 1 

2.33 From the recent NP survey there are approximately 300-400 people employed in businesses 

located in the Parish. 

Housing  

 

 

The Parish has the full range of dwelling 

types2:  Accommodation type 

% of Total  

Detached house or bungalow 51 

 

Semi-detached house or bungalow 20 

Terraced house or bungalow 5 

Flat, maisonette or apartment  9 

Caravan, other mobile or temporary 

structure 

15 

81% are owner occupied and the rest rented.  

2.34 There are 826 households in the parish with a population of 1 ,817 giving an average household 

size of 2.2 persons.  The age profile for the parish shows a low proportion (17%) aged  less than 

                                                           
1
 2011 Census 

2
 2011 Census 








































































